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built for the reception of the child when the period of seclusion
ends ; one is intended for a sleeping-house and the other for
a living-house.    The mother with her child is conducted to
this new home with great ceremony.    In front walks the
sister's son, carrying the papyrus-reed as a spear, and behind
him follow  a  number  of medicine-men.    Next  comes  a
woman carrying a native iron hoe which she brandishes as
she walks.    She utters a shrill cry as women do when in
danger, in order to warn people of their approach.    Behind
this woman come members of the parents' clan, and, last
of all, the parents with the child.    The mother is escorted
into the living-room, where a sacred meal is eaten, and after
the meal the child is brought out and has its head shaved, the
water brought from the lake being used to wet the head for
shaving and to wash it after the shaving has taken place.
After the ceremony of shaving is ended the father gives his
shield to the child.    The company remain three days with
the mother and her child.    On the third day the papyrus-
reed is handed to the child, who is appointed governor over
a portion of land.    The mother remains with her child, her
husband giving her up to this duty, and her clan presents
him with another wife instead of the mother of Mukama.
The child is now regarded as a god, and people come to him
to make requests for any purpose.   When he dies a medium
is appointed to hold converse with him and to give his replies
to suppliants,"1
Among the Gouraghes, a tribe of Abyssinia, the King of
the Sorcerers is called Yoe Demam. His function is heredi-
tary. He wears a silver ring on his ankle as a token of his
dignity. He does not cut his hair nor beard, and all who
approach him kiss the earth before him. He never enters a
house, and if a storm overtakes him on a journey he is content
to seek shelter under a tree. He is considered as a god. His
habitual residence is in the forest, where people come to
worship him,2
In antiquity the kings of Mauretania in North Africa
were worshipped as gods.   This is mentioned by the African
1 J. Roscoe, The Northern Bantu,     pays  Gouraghe," in  Raw* tPethno-
pp. 248 sg.                                              graphic et d^s traditions
1 R. P. Azais, " Lc Paganisme en     vii. (1926) p. 2$,